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The Mourner’s Kaddish:

A New Interpretation

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer - kaunfer@hadar.org

My Jewish Learning Prayer Series 2021

“In solemn testimony to that unbroken faith which links the generations one to
another, let all who are in mourning now rise to magnify and sanctify God’s

holy name.” — Silverman Siddur, p. 161

Exalted and sanctified be His great name
in the world which He created

according to His will

and may He rule His kingdom

in your lifetime and in your days,

and in the lifetime of all Israel

speedily and in the near future,

and say Amen.

2) May His great Name be blessed
forever and for all eternity.

3) Blessed and praised,

and glorified, and exalted and uplifted

and honored and elevated and extolled

be the Name of the Holy One, blessed is He
4) [that is] above all the blessings and songs
praises and consolations

which we utter in the world

and say Amen

6) May there be great peace from heaven
and life for us and for all Israel
and say Amen

7) He who makes peace

in His high heavens

may He make peace

for us and for all Israel

and say Amen (Translation: Metsudah Siddur)
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R. Yishmael said: At the moment when Israel is
gathered in the study houses and hears a
teaching from a wise one, afterward they
answer: “Amen, May His great name be
blessed”. In that moment, the Holy Blessed One
is joyful and rises in His world...

- Midrash on Proverbs 14
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(18) On that day, when Gog sets foot on the soil
of Israel - declares the Lord God - My raging
anger shall flare up. (19) For I have decreed in
My indignation and in My blazing wrath: On that
day, a terrible earthquake shall befall the land of
Israel. (20) The fish of the sea, the birds of the
sky, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that
move on the ground, and every human being on
earth shall quake before Me. Mountains shall be
overthrown, cliffs shall topple, and every wall
shall crumble to the ground.

(21) I will then summon the sword against him
throughout My mountains - declares Lord God -
and every man’s sword shall be turned against his
brother. (22) I will punish him with pestilence and
with bloodshed; and I will pour torrential rain,
hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon him and his
hordes and the many peoples with him.

(23) Thus will I manifest My greatness and My
holiness, and make Myself known in the sight of
many nations. And they shall know that I am the
Lord.

(Ezekiel 38:18-23)
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At first he requests from God to hurry His
promise, as He promised us through his prophet:
“Thus will I manifest My greatness and My
holiness, and make Myself known in the sight of
many nations” (Ezekiel 38:23)

- Rav Hai Gaon (10-111 ¢)
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This is the meaning of “May God’s name be
magnified and sanctified.” In the future His
name should be made great and sanctified, as
it is written: And they will know that [ am
YHVH. For right now, He is not written as He is
called. He is called Adonai, but He is written
YHVH.

- Sefer HaPardes of Rashi (11" ¢.)
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And moreover, why did they establish to say
“May...be great, and be raised up, and be
exalted”? The simple meaning of these words is
that these words refer to the intention of people
to say that God, may God be blessed, should
reveal God’s godliness and exaltedness to the
eyes of all the nations. As it says (Ezekiel
38:23): “Thus will I manifest My greatness and
My holiness, and make Myself known in the
sight of many nations.”

- Responsa of the Rashba 1:423 (13% ¢)

30N 12°0 R PP R"awa nMw
97a0° % uPN IR TN
MIWDY .RWINN 2N

R7X 198 0°727 1K 22277
9191 QTR °32 NN TAD
INITPR 7720 RIT 9N
TV .22 92 S1YH Mnam
NPTNM ("2 HRPIT) 2NoW
.0°27 51V NI W TR

Source of Yehei Shmei: Daniel

(19) The mystery was then revealed to Daniel in
a night vision; then Daniel blessed the God of
Heaven. (20) Daniel answered and said:

“Let the name of God be blessed forever and
ever, for wisdom and power are His.”

(Daniel 2: 19-20)
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Source of Yehei Shmei: Job

(20) Then Job arose, tore his robe, cut off his
hair, and threw himself on the ground and
worshiped. (21) He said: “Naked came I out of
my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return
there; God has given, and God has taken away.
Blessed be the name of God.

(Job 1:20-21)
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Source of Yehei Shmei: Psalms

(1) Halleluyah! O servants of God, give praise;
praise the name of God. (2) Let the name of
God be blessed now and forever.

(Psalms 113:1-2)

»p 20 2°9nn

1070 PR VTR 1771 7 107 ()
[PIPY OV N

aOYR T1aR PP oW T (2)
1291y 7

God’s connection to Yehei Shmei

A baraita teaches: Rabbi Yose said: One time I
was walking on the path, and I entered a ruin from
one of the ruins of Jerusalem in order to pray.
Elijah of blessed memory came and watched the
doorway until I finished my prayer....He said to
me....

“Whenever the Israelites go into the synagogues
and schoolhouses and respond: ‘May His great
name be blessed’, God shakes His head and says:
“Happy is the king who is thus praised in His
house! Woe to the father who had to banish his
children, and woe to the children who had to be
banished from the table of their father!”

(B. Berachot 3a)

NAR QYD 0P 27 MR LNX°IN
NOdNY ,7172 Ton nn
aklizainbiishmmbisialialst Syl iyt
207 MO WYX X2 .H9ENao
NNOW Y N9 DY 0% nwn
.29 OnRY L onven

°N2% 0101 HRIWW AYwa
TV MWATA N7 N1PDID
WITPT 2R PITAT TR N
SIMINT WK YIVIN R TN2
INIR T°02PAY TN IWR

DR 7230w AR % 1,70 022
DY 123w 00127 02 XY, 12
OTaR W

“Immediately the Holy Blessed One shakes His

9T N> NdoNn W'"XIN NI0IN

head” — this is related to what we say in the NTInY 2
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Mourner’s Kaddish: Comfort through Memory

The concept of a God who is Himself pained by the sufferings of His children is a powerful and
rich idea....The Midrashic God mourns just as do human beings: sitting in sackcloth, weeping,
walking barefoot (Lam. R. 1:1).

Perhaps most poignantly, God reverses the famous verse in Isaiah: (40:1) “Comfort, O comfort
my people, says your God” [»y 1Ny ymn] to a plea that the people assuage His pain: “Comfort
Me, comfort Me, O My people >y »mn) »mnny] (PDRK 16:9).

God is not only suffering, but turns to human beings as they so often turn to Him, to salve the
wounds of this world.
(David Wolpe, Healer of Shattered Hearts, pp. 147, 150)

Mourner’s Kaddish: Comfort through Memory

Now the Jew who is tormented by his afflictions thinks that he alone suffers, as if all his personal
afflictions and those of all Israel do not affect [God] above, God forbid. Scripture states, however,
“In all their troubles, He was troubled” (Isaiah 63:9), and the Talmud states: When a person
suffers, what does the Shekhinah say? “My head is too heavy for me, My arm is too heavy for
Me.” Our sacred literature tells us that when a Jew is afflicted, God, blessed be He, suffers as it
were much more than the person does.

It may be that since He, blessed be He, is not subject to any limitation - for which reason no
conception of Him is possible in the world - therefore His suffering from Israel’s troubles is also
boundless. It is not merely that it would be impossible for a person to endure the experience of
such great suffering, but that even to conceive of His suffering, blessed be He - to know that He,
blessed be He, does suffer, to hear His voice, blessed be He: “Woe for I have destroyed My House
and have exiled My children” -is impossible, because He is beyond the confined of the human.
(Eish Kodesh, Feb 14, 1942 - trans. Nehemia Polen)
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