Aleinu: It's On Us
Source Sheet by Rabbi Tiferet Berenbaum
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Siddur Ashkenaz, Aleinu

It is our duty to praise the Master of all, to acclaim the
greatness of the One who forms all creation. For God
did not make us like the nations of other lands, and did
not make us the same as other families of the Earth.
God did not place us in the same situations as others,
and our destiny is not the same as anyone else's. For they
bow to vanity and emptiness, to a god who cannot save. And
we bend our knees, and bow down, and give thanks,
before the Ruler, the Ruler of Rulers, the Holy One,
Blessed is God.

The One who spread out the heavens, and made the
foundations of the Earth, and whose precious dwelling
is in the heavens above, and whose powerful Presence is
in the highest heights. Adonai is our God, there is none
else. Our God is truth, and nothing else compares. As it
is written in Your Torah: "And you shall know today,
and take to heart, that Adonai is the only God, in the
heavens above and on Earth below. There is no other.

Therefore we put our hope in You, Adonai our God,
to soon see the glory of Your strength, to remove all
idols from the Earth, and to completely cut off all false
gods; to repair the world, Your holy empire. And for
all living flesh to call Your name, and for all the
wicked of the Earth to turn to You. May all the
world's inhabitants recognize and know that to You
every knee must bend and every tongue must swear
loyalty. Before You, Adonai, our God, may all bow
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' Isaiah 30:7

2 |saiah 45:20

3 |saiah 51:13, Zechariah 12:1
* Deuteronomy 4:39

5 Exodus 15:18

6 Zechariah 14:9
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down, and give honor to Your precious name, and may
all take upon themselves the yoke of Your rule. And
may You reign over them soon and forever and always.
Because all rule is Yours alone, and You will rule in
honor forever and ever. As it is written in Your Torah:
"Adonai will reign forever and ever." And it is said:
"Adonai will be Ruler over the whole Earth, and on that
day, God will be One, and God's name will be One.
-Jewish Virtual Library Translation

-Italics usually omitted.

Aleinu, an Interpretive Translation by Rabbi Josh Gutoff

Ours is to praise the Master of all;

to recognize the greatness of the One who
fashioned our beginning.

Not as a nation-state, nor as a tribe;

but by giving us a particular task, a particular fate:

to bow, to bend, to acknowledge the Authority
over all authority, the Blessed Holy One, who
stretched out the expanse and gathered the
substance, filling the farthest emptiness and
humbling the heights. This alone is our God, the
one true ruler. As it is written:

“That you may know today and understand this
truth: that Adonai alone is God in the heavens
above and on Earth below; there is none other.”

And so we put our hope in You, Adonai our God,
to see your power revealed in its beauty, erasing

that which is wicked, that which is false. To
restore Creation under Your nurturing rule;

that all life be able to call upon You, and even the
evil will return to the light. All who share this
earth will see that only to You need we be humble,
only to You need we be loyal. Then, Adonai our
God, all will bow and bend before You,
acknowledging Your name as precious. All
humanity will join in the task You set, and You will
lead all humanity forever. For You are the true
Ruler, and will rule gloriously forever.

As the Torah teaches, “Adonai will rule for all
eternity.”

And it is said:

“And Adonai shall be king over all the earth;
In that day who Adonai is and how Adonai is
called will be one.”

Reconstructionist Siddur Kol HaNeshama version:

ALEYNU

We rise for Aleynu. It is customary to bow at “bend the knee.” For an alternative version
see page 126. For additional rzndn'ngj see pages 737-739, 748, 772-774, 776-777,
803-804. Choose one of the following:

It is up to us to offer praises to the Source of all,
to declare the greatness of the author of Creation,
who gave to us teachings of truth
and planted eternal life within us.

[ L]

It is up to us to offer praises to the Source of all,

to declare the greatness of the author of Creation,

who created heaven’s heights and spread out its expanse,
who laid the earth’s foundation and brought forth its offspring,
giving life to all its peoples,

the breath of life to all who walk about.
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We rise for Aleynu. It is customary to bow at “korim.” Choose one of the following:
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Aleynu leshabe’al la’adon hakol
latet gedulah leyotzer bereyshit
shenatan lanu torat emet

vehayey olam nata betohenu.

Continue on page 123,

Aleynu leshabe’ah la’adon hakol
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latet gedulah leyotzer bereyshic
bore hashamayim venoteyhem
roka ha'aretz vetze'etza’cha
noten neshamah la’am aleha

veruah laholehim bah

Continue on page 123,
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Our calling is to praise the Living Source. Our duty is to make known the greatness
of the One Creator, who trusts us to be guardians of the earth and messengers of
Torah; who gives us a destiny shared with all human beings, and who binds our
lives to theirs. And so we bend, bow, and give thanks before the Blessed One whose
realm is unfathomable, whose sovereignty over all makes all life holy and precious.

-Rabbi Dan Medwin, now in Mishkan HaNefesh

Further resources:

e https://anshesholomnewrochelle.org/sermons/the-origins-of-aleinu/

® https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/aleinu-a-call-to-divine-service/
e Hoffman, L. A., Ed. (2002) My people’s prayer book: traditional prayers, modern commentaries.

(Vol. 6: Tachanun and concluding prayers). Jewish Lights. Pps. 133-148
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