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חֲזוֹן ישְַׁעְיהָוּ בֶן אָמוֹץ אֲשֶׁר חָזהָ עַל יהְוּדָה וִירוּשָׁלָםִ בִּימֵי עֻזּיִּהָוּ, 
יוֹתָם, אָחָז, יחְִזקְִיּהָוּ מַלְכֵי יהְוּדָה׃

The prophecies of Isaiah son of Amotz, who 
prophesied concerning Judah and Jerusalem in 
the reigns of ‘Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah.



-- John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah: Chapters 1-39 (Eerdmans, 1986)





What is the Book of Isaiah?

●
●



● Renewed regional aggression from Assyria after a period 
of calm (823-745 BCE), when Tiglath-Pileser III becomes 
king.

● Northern kingdom of Israel pays tribute right away.
● Nevertheless by 731 BCE, Assyria conquers the north of 

Israel.



Dilemma in Judea

●

●



Pro-Assyria!



Isaiah Hates It

●
●

●
○
○



Judea Turns Anti-Assyria

●

●

●



Some Pillars of Isaiah’s Theology

● Allegiance should be only to God; human political aspirations are doomed 
efforts to supplant God.

● God is radically other: קדוש ישראל, רם ונשא (Holy One of Israel, Raised and 
exalted)

● This reflects God’s power and morality.
● God has plans. History will find its climax as nations stream to a redeemed 

Zion. 
● History is the interaction between Divine purpose and human response, not 

the the interaction between different human powers, who are just tools of 
God.



Isaiah 5:16

ט בַּמִּשְׁפָּ֑ צְבָא֖וֹת יהְוָ֥ה ה וַיּגְִבַּ֛

ה׃ בִּצְדָקָֽ שׁ נקְִדָּ֖ הַקָּד֔וֹשׁ וְהָאֵל֙



“2nd and 3rd Isaiah”

●
●

●



Unified Book?



Major Events During the Period of Isaiah’s Later Prophecy

●



Major Events During the Period of Isaiah’s Later Prophecy

●


